Using “Next Generation” Natural History Approaches to Study the Hunting and Feeding Behaviors of Snakes

Prominent organismal biologists have argued for decades that the field of natural history (i.e., observational or basic research on the behavior or ecology of organisms in nature) is in decline, as it is increasingly difficult to find funding or institutional support for basic (non-applied) research, especially at the organismal level. However, new technology is allowing ecologist to observe animals and nature in ways that were unimaginable only decades ago, and this style of “next generation natural history” has enormous potential for revitalizing the field and bringing natural history research back to prominence in ecology and evolutionary biology.  In this talk, I hope to illustrate with several examples from my research on snake behavior that natural history often provides the raw material that is refined into empirical research, and technologies such as specialized cameras, animal-borne logging devices, and modern computational tools can allow us to look further and deeper into nature than ever before.

